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histonan has been able to discover,
gleamed more than golden It was now,
with many a point of honour to claim for
the oldest, the strangest, the apparently
least defensible of Indian institutions a
perfection, thousands of years ago, towards
which the wisest of the West could hardly
be said in the twentieth century to be
groping
To take an extreme case, I had an
intelligent and far from base-minded
Indian contend with me that the system
of detadasts, children brought up to be
Temple prostitutes, was not the degrada-
tion of womanhood, but the wise bringing
under religious influence of a trade that
would otherwise flourish in utter ungodli-
ness It was suggested to him that
possibly a child of six was not of an age
to decide whether serving God in that
particular way was the Me most appro-
priate for itself , but he was of those who
had decided that not the smallest blemish
must be admitted in the ancient civilisa-
tion of India or even in the accretions